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Discipleship

Mark 12:29 34 (CEB)

%Jesus repliedd The most i ms@mel, thigen/t OurcGodt /s thesone Lordnd you must /0vef¥ 2 N
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your mind, and with all your sz‘rengthTheN Do
second is this,You will love your neighbor as yoursello ot her commandment i s 9:'5@ 2.
expert said to him, 6 Wel | sai d, Teacher. You have t
himAnd to love God with all of the heart, a ful 2GR
neighbor as oneself is much more i mportant than Ly 4 L
saw that he had answered with wisdom, he saidtohin¥ ou ar endt far from Goddos ki

Next to worship, discipleship is central to our relationship with God. We gather together for WOI’Shi@RE%Z Y;
give praise to God and seek Godods guidance for 1iviai
into Godds presence and the means by which we grdow
Disciplesdé Path, Deepeni ng Your Rekat idomsMap nivk h'h d‘@ﬁ
foll ower of Jesus whose |life is centering on | oving
comes from the Mark passage above, and our Wesleyan understanding of it. Jesus told his followers that the§ werd !
to love God with everything and to love their neighbors as they love themselves. This was not a new concé]b{ fory |

the Jewish followers of Jesus. The first half of this commandment is from Deuteronomy, and is cé‘MmIShenﬁ‘ iQa

This was | sraelds rule of thumb for |l oving God. TZ‘H'E
called to love others, to care for the stranger, the poor, the widow and orphan, and to welcome those outside the
faith into their communities. So, this idea of f o

followed. Those interpreting the laws moved away from simply loving God and loving others, and tacked many
other laws to what it meant to be a follower of YHWH. Jesus reminded his followers, and reminds us, that to be a
foll ower of God we need to do two things, Love God
which our Lord requires in all his followers, is the love of God and mamf God, for his own, and of man, for
Godods Asaxe.cGd p/l ebs Pagpls, Dail y Wor kbook

So, how do we love God? To love God with heart, mind, soul, and strength, we must spend time with God.
Bible Study, Prayer, worship, devotion, all are ways we spend time with God. Study is an important piece to
discipleship. Being a part of a small group or a Bible study group or a class studying the teachings of the Church,
are all ways we can grow closer to God and grow as a disciple of Christ. We will begin having regular small group
studies throughout the year. We will start witi/ving Generousiithis month as we focus on what God desires of
us. | pray that you will sign up for a group, and spend five weeks growing closer to one another and to God. You
will hear more about discipleship over the next few months. My deepest desire is that all of us will participate in
small groups, studies, and in growing closer to God. | believe this will help us live into our visidnhFirst UMC
Decatur, we Connect in Community, Grow in Faith, and Serve in Love as followers of Jesus OPlestse join me
in praying for our group leaders, our Discipleship Task Force, and our entire congregation as we move forward in
discipleship, as we deepen our relationship with God. Next month we will focus on how we love others.

See you Sunday!
Pastor Amy



Family Time

September 18th is National Rice Krispy Treat
Day! What a great excuse to whip up a batch.
Keeping in mind that we are called to talk about
the Bible
use something simple like these treats to teach a
Bi ble | esson.

1. You shall have no
other gods before me

2. You shall not make for
youself an idol

3. You shall not misuse the

6. You shall not murder
7. You shall not commit
adultery

8. You shall not steal

|| name of the Lord your God 9. You shall ng‘rnsg‘w've false
g testimony against your
4. Remember the Sabbath neighbor.

by keeping it hol
i | S,
. Horor your an anythi elongs to
| your I'm‘ﬂ}\‘cr yg!lr‘ v;?ghbar. o

inspire you.
Rice Krispy tablets:
The 10 Commandmentsi Exodus 20

Bricks:
The tower of Babel i Genesis 11:19

Joshua and the walls of Jericho o
Joshua 6

Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of
Jeruselum i book of Nehemiah

The wise and foolish builders i
Matthew 7:24 -27

0These commandments that
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie
down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on
your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates:9 Deuter
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And they sald. “Come, let.us bulld ourscives i 3 -— L__\’. =P
- e ;

b I Gy, and s twwer whose top & in the heavenss let us make

o nume for oursclves, best we he scattered abroad over the fuce of the whole carth.”



12 Hour Prayer Vigl]l
PR To prepare for the upcomi n'\f S

Sqwi Il be a pedyer Sfterpagm | 71 @A. t

IThe focus of the vigil willl be

prayer | ist, praying for oudur F

Living generously, praying |for

i n worship from Sept. 21 thru Oct. 26 . Pl
narthex or behind the chapel. The chapgel

you ar e.

Il n the next few weeks you
aboutLitvherg G g noeurronuesyl y we

GENERUUIDLY taking this fall. This

rel ated sermons and s mal
Il n this series, you wi | | foll ow the Dono
doubt and joy. Mor eover, youol | see what
gener ous | i f e i n the mi dst of uncertain
transformati onal process.

These sessions are not about rules for gi
dol l ar amount. This study is not about ou

COME TO THE MANGER ( NEW TI

A As a speci al gi ft to our Chur
we wi | | onc@OME aT@ MhHEt MANGEW®RI | ¢
of nativity scenes di spl ayed I
beauti ful and reflective start
Saturday, December 6 (1 to 7 pm) and Sun:
with the Adams County Historical Museum
di splay a nativity, forms are availabl e
Connection Center, wawdf ons towmdq dveaddeetr u re. voer ng
freewil | of fering of food and paper goods
UMC food pantries, as we |l | as Decatur
i nterested in helping with this event ma

church office.


http://www.firstumcdecatur.org

Thank You Peach Festival Wor ker

- Much Appreciation goes out t e
_ _JFestival a succefsrsom tlhte tyowk harlea
‘providing games for the childrjfen
greeter s, servers dishwashers, Cas

the food and fell owship. God bl SS

Yummy!!!
| CE CREAM SOCI AL /

Tuesday, September 16 at 12:00 t

have an ice cream soci al / game ti
Church. Pl ease bring a sack |l unch f
the i1 ce cream. Il f you | i ke, you may brin
time together. Pl ease come and have a goo

Free Will Donation Breakfast Benefit

For 17 month old Kaitlynn Weimer who has Cerebral Palsy
Date: September 6, 2014
Time: 7:.00am t 12:00 pm
Location: New Hope Lutheran Church
8824 N. State Rd. 1

- Ossian, IN 46777

B Cenenmag pats” ) For more information contact the

CERegraL PALSY

New Hope Lutheran Church

Eqnl sgd Btrsnch‘mél |

On occasion | find things | eft
umbrel |l a, coffee mug, gl oves,
r sweater; you may find those
St. door. Or yewb-3Meby.gi ve
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9/ 1 Debbie Bol duc
9/1 Sam & Shannon Burgin 9/ 3 Carolyn Baumgartne
9/ 3 Judy Martin
9/ 3 Ron & Tammy Putteet 9/ 5 Pat Br | de I |
9/ 5 Harold & Ginny Vanhorng; s Hail e 7 n e
9/ 7 Pastor Harold & Joy KIlIPhkeErin ert
9/8 Gerald & Esther Kline 2/6 De!a_n _oley
) 9/ 6 Ol i vi mi t h
9/11 Ron & Janet Frauhiger g;,7 pDoris Jones
9/ 13 Dan & Mary Piper 9/ 8 Dee Friedt
9/ 15 Pat & Luann Briede 9/ 9 Tom Gase
_ 9/ 9 Ron Hill
9/ 16 Curt & Amy Wi tte 9/ 10 Ann Andr ews
9/ 21 Marshall & Allison Da9i$0 Doris Sheets
9/ 22 Luke & Michelle Harveg/11 Carl Fore _
/13 Crystal Kosi er
9/13 Jolie Lee
9/ 14 Juan Gutiexrrez
9/ 14 Kevin Po{t
9/ 14 Carrie S e
9/ 15 John CIl a
Ice Cream 9/ 16 Mary Brun
AppreC|at|0n 9/ 16 D?.Vi d _Hag_g rd
9/ 16 Rick Minnich
for All 9/ 18 lvan Howe
_MOPS Childcare Servants g; 18 I;el ey H!Vli I Iker
. enn i ns
Friday, Sept. 12, 2014 9/ 19 Kinley Martin
6 8 pm 9/ 20 Dan Piper
Please join us for a X3 9/°22 Sommer Hake
. 1, 9/ 22 Karra | rwin
Special Thank You ~ 9/ 22 Doug Marbaugh
for All you do!! 9/ 22 Corey Pilkington
. 9/ 22 Steve Pi kbngton
9/ 23 Al yssa
9/ 23 Audrey ns
9/ 23 Janet i ger
9/ 24 EIl aine ew
9/ 26 Phyllis eitz
9/ 27 Gwendolyn Pettibo
9/ 28 Sandy Collie
9/ 30 Clint Knaub
9/ 30 Steve Smith






